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INTRODUCTION

Hunmanby is a large parish council area with a population of approximately 3,000, the majority 
of whom live within the village itself. The Parish Council consists of up to thirteen councillors, 
supported by a staff of two part-time clerks and two part time caretakers.  The Parish Council 
manages an annual budget of approximately £100,000.  It is responsible for maintaining a 
number of buildings and land assets for public use.  In addition, responsibility for certain 
services such as the care of grass verges and trees is devolved from North Yorkshire County 
Council, while other services are devolved from Scarborough Borough Council, through the 
model agreement.   The Parish Council receives grants from both these bodies, although there 
have been severe cutbacks to these in recent years and more are planned.

Consequently, the Parish Plan for 2015-2018 had been developed with this in mind and also 
recognising the wider financial constraints which currently limit the demands that the Parish 
Council can make on people’s purses in terms of raising the Parish Precept.

The community is justifiably proud of Hunmanby’s past, some of which was detailed in the first 
parish plan (2005-8), whilst more historical information can also be found on the parish council 
website.

Historically, Hunmanby seems to have hovered on the cusp between town and village. By the 
late 19th century it was overtaken in size and status by the nearby rapidly growing seaside resort
of Filey, which was granted a town council while Hunmanby remained a village, with a Parish 
Council.  After 1974 boundary changes Hunmanby became administratively part of North 
Yorkshire.

Present-day Hunmanby is renowned as the largest village on the North East Wolds.  It is a 
popular retirement area and attracts some tourism, while remaining a working and living 
community. There is an industrial estate on the southern fringe and a number of arable farms on
the surrounding wolds.

In recent years facilities and services in the village have changed in a number of ways.  The 
public toilets and library have closed, the evening bus service has been withdrawn and the 
Youth Club closed. There is a widespread feeling that there is a crisis in volunteering that 
underpins and supports so much of village life: the work of the Parish Council itself, the 
Community Centre, the award-winning Hunmanby in Bloom group, the Playing Fields 
Association, to name but a few. In addition, certain village issues remain a long-standing source
of complaint, for example: the volume of heavy traffic and speeding through the village, lack of 
parking and illegal parking and the need for a new larger health centre. Together with wider 
economic shifts, all these have possible implications for the village’s future sustainability.
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On the other hand, there have been many positives: new shops and businesses have opened, 
there is new infill housing, a heritage project and the designation of the village as the Gateway 
to the Wolds, a substantial grant to replace the Community Centre windows, a very successful 
hosting of the Tour de Yorkshire through the village and plans to increase the rail service.

In working towards this new Parish Plan the council has therefore
been particularly mindful of the additional need to liaise with the
business community and to promote this distinctive village in order to
secure its future.

HOW THE PARISH PLAN HAS BEEN PRODUCED

Why do we need a Parish Plan?

A Parish Plan is a document to guide the council in planning the Budget that determines the 
annual Parish Precept.

“The plan should be developed in consultation with the local community. A council that listens 
knows when it has local support for the actions it may take”.

(Section 14 ‘The Good Councillor’s Guide’)

The first Parish Plan for Hunmanby ran from 2005-2008.  The costs of production were 
subsidised by external grant funding and resulted in a well-illustrated glossy publication which 
provided considerable detail about the village. An Update running from 2010-13 was produced 
which noted that less funding and support was available for its production.  By 2013 the Council 
recognised that a new economically produced Parish Plan was required to ensure that there 
was some longer-term strategic direction to council decision-making.

The new plan has evaluated the action plans of the previous reports and developed priorities in 
the light of them and some of the recent developments outlined above.  

In the first parish plan survey a comprehensive set of questions had been asked, giving an 
overall picture of village concerns. However, it also had the effect of raising expectations about 
things over which the parish council had little or no influence.  This time it was agreed that the 
new plan would focus specifically on what the Parish Council was responsible for or could hope 
to achieve, rather than being a ‘wish list’ of unachievable objectives.

The task of working on a new Parish Plan was devolved to the recently formed Gateway 
Committee, which also had co-opted members. The free services of a Rural Action Yorkshire 
support officer, Pam Groark were secured and a £200 budget was agreed with the Parish 
Council.  After this initial input, a small working group set about devising a community 
questionnaire and additional ways of consulting residents through a publicity stall in the 
Community Centre, at the Michaelmas Fayre and at the local Primary School Christmas Fayre.  
Working with Filey secondary school, the views of local teenagers were also sought. Finally, an 
SBC support officer, Chris Brogan, gave considerable support in analysing the survey and 
developing recommendations.

The forthcoming consultation was featured in the local press, on the Parish Council website and
noticeboard and in the parish Council newsletter. The survey questionnaire was delivered to 
households in the village in the Autumn 2014 and copies were also available from the Parish 
Council office and the Community Centre. The cost of printing was supported by Scarborough 
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Borough Council. The survey of Hunmanby secondary school children was carried out by 
teachers and pupils at the school during January 2015.

The questionnaire concentrated on issues that arose from the previous action plan or from 
current areas of concern that the parish council had to deal with. It was divided into two 
sections:

 “Community Action” – issues where the council had control and responsibility, and 
“Community Voice” – issues where the council could reasonably be expected to act as a 
conduit for views or lobby other bodies.

165 household questionnaires were returned out of a possible 1627 households, with over-
representation of the 60+ age group.  

The Parish Plan that was devised reflects the views gathered from the questionnaire, the 
consultative events with residents and also the input from the primary school and Filey School 
pupils.  It is divided into two sections:

The first part covers the services that are run by or provided by the Parish Council.  We have
called this section ‘Community Action Priorities’.  

The second part covers services that are not under the control of the Parish Council BUT we
can make your voice heard.  This section is called ‘Community Voice Priorities’.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The following summary was issued as an insert in the Parish Council Newsletter.  It is a 
summary of findings and recommendations.

COMMUNITY ACTION PRIORITIES

VILLAGE UPKEEP AND FACILITIES
The Parish Council is directly responsible for the Market Cross, the War
Memorial, the Lock up and Pinfold as well as the play areas, playing
fields, grass verges within the village 30mph boundaries and most public
benches.  
You said: Some aspects of village upkeep need to be improved.
e.g.: 54% of respondents were satisfied or strongly satisfied with the upkeep of the verges, 
while 21% were strongly dissatisfied or dissatisfied.
Younger adults and in particular younger women, were more likely to be strongly dissatisfied or 
dissatisfied with the upkeep of the play areas.
We will:
Introduce more systematic monitoring and inspection of all the areas and facilities we are 
responsible for.
Implement a rolling programme of equipment replacement or new purchase for play areas.
Publicise our work via the newsletter.

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
Some social and community activities and facilities are provided by voluntary community groups
and management committees that have some association or relationship with the Parish 
Council, eg: the Allotments Association, Bayley Gardens, The Community Centre, Hunmanby in 
Bloom, Hunmanby Playing Fields Association.
You said: We want more provision for young people.
However, over 90% of survey respondents said they were unable or unwilling to volunteer any 
help.
We will:
Continue to explore and support ways of developing a new Youth Club.

You said:  What about publicity for leisure facilities and activities?
We will: 
Work with Filey Library to produce a list of village Community Groups and activities.
Publish a ‘What’s On’ guide on the Parish Council website.
Further develop our website as a community resource.
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Support initiatives to provide community internet access and digital inclusion.

BUSINESS AND TOURISM PUBLICITY

You said: We want more and increased diversity of shops and services.
108 survey comments were made about business and tourism development, with many useful 
suggestions. Just 5 respondents expressed concern that developing business and tourism 
further would be detrimental to the village. 24% requested public toilets.
We will: 
Support and facilitate the creation of a Business Forum and Local Business Directory, to 
encourage people to shop local.
‘Market’ Hunmanby as a destination and encourage more events in Cross Hill.
Apply for grants for the restoration of the Lock-Up and Pinfold, and for the re-printing of the 
heritage trail leaflet, to support tourism.
Publicise the toilet facilities available for public use.

COMMUNITY VOICE PRIORITIES

This part of the Parish Plan covers services and issues that the Parish Council has no direct 
control over BUT we can:
Pass on your comments, concerns and opinions to the relevant bodies.
Encourage you to get in touch with the relevant authorities.

Civil Enforcement
You said: Dog fouling is a big problem.
47% of survey comments related to the problem of dog mess.
Enforcement is the responsibility of Scarborough Borough Council.
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“a lot of people especially the ‘Bloomers’ work very hard on our behalf –
many thanks to you all”

“the cutting of grass is a bit hit and miss”

“repair of lock-up and pinfold should be a priority”

“no baby swings at Bowling Green Lane”

“benches look much better green”



We will:
Provide more publicity about contacting the SBC Dog Warden Service directly.
Work with Hunmanby in Bloom on their campaigns.

You said: Overgrown trees, hedges and footpaths are a problem.
These are often the responsibility of the County Council.
We will:
Attend to any that are the Parish Council’s responsibility.
Encourage residents to refer problem areas to NYCC directly.

Road safety
You said:  What about speeding, heavy vehicles and illegal parking?
We will:
Continue to raise road safety issues with the police and other relevant bodies. 

Public transport 
You said: We want a better bus service
We will:
Continue to raise the issue of our limited bus service with the appropriate authorities.

Planning
The Parish Council is consulted about Hunmanby Planning applications and can oppose or 
support proposed developments.
SBC Local Area Plan states that Hunmanby has nearly reached capacity in relation to 
residential housing, although it allows for infill and some development along Outgaits Lane and 
Sands Lane.
Survey respondents were divided on planning issues, as might be expected.
52% of respondents opposed or strongly opposed more residential housing in Hunmanby
44% opposed or strongly opposed the development of social or affordable housing.
59% opposed or strongly opposed wind turbines.
respondents were equally divided on the question of industrial development.
We will:
Consider planning applications on their merit, bearing in mind your views and the local 
Development Plan.
Continue to support the retention of the White Swan inn as a viable commercial or community 
asset

YOUR TOP PRIORITIES

1. Civil Enforcement issues:
Illegal parking, especially on main street junction with Hungate Lane.
Dog Fouling.
Overgrown hedges and paths.

2. Social and Community Facilities and Activities:
More low-cost clubs, groups and youth facilities, including better play areas, playing fields and 
parks, sports and cycling activities.

3. Parish Upkeep:
Areas of concern: Rubbish: not enough litter bins, or overflowing.
Weeding and grass-cutting.
.
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4.  Road safety:
Speeding, need for a crossing on main street. 

5. Public Transport:
Demand for additional bus service to Filey and Morrisons.
Demand for bus shelters at Hungate Court and Hazelgarth

6. Business and Tourism 
Demand for more and increased diversity of shops and businesses.
Support for tourism.

We considered some other suggestions:

Wildflower verges
Having consulted with SBC it was decided not to pursue the suggestion of wildflower verges, 
due to the potential difficulties of establishing and maintaining them.
Pedestrian crossing
We have explored the possibility of a pedestrian crossing by the shops. According to NYCC, the
pavement is too narrow for safety.  There would also be considerable loss of parking.
Traditional Public Toilets
SBC will not replace our former public toilets. However, we can publicise the available facilities 
and encourage more premises to provide public access to toilet facilities

CONCLUSION
The survey and summary Parish Plan is already making an impact.  Since this survey and 
summary was produced…

1. We have introduced a new monitoring and evaluation system in relation to the village upkeep.

2. New play equipment is being purchased as part of a rolling programme of upgrading the play 
areas.

3. A new Youth Club Committee has been formed with the intention of re-opening the drop in 
facility.

4.  A new Parish Council website is being developed.  A running update of the Parish Plan will 
be available on the new website. (For people without internet facilities or IT skills, the Spring 
Café has now been designated as a Well-Being Hub with Wi-Fi, computing facilities and 
volunteer support.  This is grant funded by Scarborough Borough Council, North Yorkshire 
County Council and the local Clinical Commissioning Group)

5. A list of Community Groups and What’s On Guide is being developed.

6. A working group has been established to publish a local Business and Services advertising 
map and web based Directory. 

7. More events in Cross Hill are being encouraged and the Heritage Trail leaflet has been re-
printed.

8. The council is currently investigating ways of improving public toilet provision.
Finally, we will continue to represent your voiced priorities with other organisations where 
necessary as, for example, supporting the campaign to ensure the continuation of the White 
Swan as an asset of community value.
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This progress shows how the Parish Plan is a living document providing direction 
for the Parish Council’s activities in response to the local community.
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APPENDICES

The detailed survey results and summary of other community feedback can be found in the 
Appendices.

Appendix 1 contains the survey questionnaire.

The survey questionnaire results (Appendix 2) showed a return rate of just over 10%, but there 
was considerable over-representation of the 60+ age group. 

The publicity stalls resulted in post-it note responses which were combined with those from 
Filey school, where 53 children and teenagers were involved, giving a total of 61 valid 
responses which were subjected to qualitative analysis using the same categories as those 
used for analysing the questionnaire respondents’ priorities for the village. These can be found 
in Appendix 3.
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