
A painting of the village from around 1840 
 

 
 
Early pre-photographic images of Hunmanby village are surprisingly rare. A 
book by John Cole from the 1820s includes an engraving of All Saints’ 
Church as viewed from the old vicarage (now Wrangham House hotel). 
Since the artist has willfully removed all of the surrounding buildings it is of 
only limited value as a historical source. 
 
Far more interesting is the anonymous oil painting which Miss. Lucy Mary 
Owston bequeathed to the village library and which is now hung above the 
shelves holding the reference collection. From the clothes worn by the 
family in the left foreground a date of 1840 seems appropriate.  
 
A number of features deserve attention.  
 
The row of buildings to the centre-left is little changed. Running from left to 
right, they now house the Cottage Inn, Happy Hair and the Swan Inn. The 
Swan certainly traded as a public house at this time and was a renowned 
coaching inn. George Dodds was probably the first landlord to publicise the 
establishment in newspapers and travel guides. A copy of one of his 



advertisements can still be seen framed in the bar. Later in the nineteenth 
century the Bourdass family ran very successful stables at the Swan. The 
artist perhaps emphasizes this reputation by showing a horse-drawn coach in 
front of it. 
 
The Market Cross stands in the bottom right-hand corner of the picture, with 
the wooden stocks still visible behind it. When the last riding of the stang 
took place about twenty years later, the bonfire on which effigies were burnt 
got out of control. The stocks caught fire producing so much heat that the 
cross fractured in two. Looking at the cross today, the break half-way up the 
shaft is still visible. The elaborate metalwork at the top has been replaced by 
a plainer spike. 
 
The grounds of the parish church appear somewhat different to how they are 
in the present day. Fewer gravestones and fewer trees are to be seen in the 
churchyard.  
 
Most strikingly, the route of the path has been altered and the so-called 
“Admiral’s Arch” now forms the main entrance. Erected in the early 1870s, 
it was intended as a lasting tribute to the late Lord of the Manor, Admiral 
Robert Mitford. Although paid for by the villagers by subscription, not 
everyone felt it improved the character of the village centre. The writer of 
one angry letter to the Bridlington Chronicle referred to it as the “Notorious 
Archway” and insinuated that the lack of public consultation on the matter 
epitomised the disregard shown by the “feudal” aristocracy towards the 
“serfs” who worked for them. The old gateposts depicted here currently 
form the opening to Church Walk, albeit with concrete reinforcement. 
 
Even taking into account a little artistic license, Cross Hill appears to have 
been a much more bustling thoroughfare than it is today. The green extended 
to cover almost all of the present day car-park as well as the site where the 
war memorial now stands.  
 
The driveway leading up to Hunmanby Hall was constructed after the First 
World War. The cenotaph area continued to be grassed until paving was laid 
in 1986. 
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