
 
Some clues about the “Baptist Burying Ground” (1816-
c. 1870) 
 
All Saints’ churchyard contains a number of fascinating memorials. A lot of 
them are now sadly less than legible because of the effects of weather and 
erosion. Below the East Window, for example, stands the tombstone to 
Zebulun Hodgson, the last full-time resident mole-catcher in the village, 
who died in 1851. Facing Church Walk is the stone to Shepherd Dunn of 
Seamer Carr (died 1870). The epitaph features what is probably a verbal pun 
on the man’s name – “His end was peace/ thy will be done”. 
 
One of the more intriguing and better preserved Victorian gravestones is to 
be found to the western side of the tower beneath the laburnum tree. It 
commemorates a long-lived spinster. The inscription reads:- 
 

In Memory of Eleanor Edmond 
Born at Hunmanby, Oct. 9th 1786. 
Died at Driffield, Sept. 1st 1877. 

And her parents William and Hannah Edmond 
were interred in the Baptist Burying Ground 

in Ungate Lane 
Also her cousin Hannah Haxby 

and her husband 
 
In these few lines there are several clues about the small Baptist 
congregation which once worshipped in the village.  
 
Miss. Edmond’s father William (1752-1835) and mother Hannah (d. 1827) 
were instrumental in helping to found the Chapel of the Particular Baptists 
on Hungate Lane, which is now the office of the National Farmers’ Union.  
 
The remnant of the self-contained “Baptist Burying Ground” still exists 
behind the old chapel building. The fact that Eleanor Edmond is buried in 
the parish cemetery and not there alongside her parents indicates just how 
short-lived the congregation was. The chapel was opened in 1816 and must 
have closed before she passed away in 1877.  
 



William Edmond was born in Scarborough and after his mother died when 
he was a boy was brought to Hunmanby to live with his grandfather. His was 
a Baptist, or Dissenting, family and as he reached adulthood he became 
frustrated that there was little organized worship here for people of his 
denomination. The few Baptists there were met for Bible study and prayer at 
the house of a Mr. Francis Welbourn.  
 
For a long time the group travelled every second Sunday to attend services 
led by Reverend Gaukrodger at Bridlington (then known usually known as 
“Burlington”). Gaukrodger was something of an eccentric and grew more so 
with age. Many eyebrows were raised when at the age of seventy-nine he 
was married for the first time – to a woman almost young enough to be his 
granddaughter! His successor was anxious that the Hunmanby Baptists cease 
their long fortnightly trek and find a permanent base. 
 
William Edmond was appointed Chapel deacon. His obituary from the 
Baptist Magazine in 1835 records:- 
 

The attempt was made; the results were encouraging; and it was soon 
found necessary and desirable to have a chapel. This had long been 
the desire and prayer of our friend (Edmond); and when it was 
proposed, he entered into the work with energy and spirit. Land was 
purchased, and a neat and commodious chapel was opened in 1816, 
for divine worship. The following, Mr. E., his brother-in-law, Mr. 
William Wheldon, and five others, were dismissed from the church at 
Burlington, and, with several others who were baptized, were formed 
into a distinct society at Hunmanby. 

 
The Baptist congregation was small, but evidently very industrious. By 1835 
it had its own lending library. The Anglican vicar, Archdeacon Francis 
Wrangham (1769-1842), had famously founded a parish library thirty years 
earlier. He was anxious to promote literacy almost at any cost. He happily 
stocked his shelves with racy romances and Gothic novels, believing that 
“sermons are less read than tales”. The Baptists took a more serious 
approach, only providing religious reading matter. 
 
Unfortunately, the Chapel of the Particular Baptists had taken so long to 
become established that many of its elders died within a short space of time. 
In the mid-1800s the Primitive Methodist Chapel, which stood on what is 
now the site of Hungate Court Flats, and Temperance Hall, on Stonegate, 



both flourished. The Baptists, meanwhile, suffered from a lack of leadership. 
When their Chapel closed in the 1870s, the Burying Ground contained only 
around twenty graves, most of them belonging to founders rather than new 
converts. 
 

 
Text ©Dr. R S Gilbank 
 


