
A few notable visitors to Hunmanby over the years 
 
 

 
 

Daguerreotype of Jenny Lind, taken a couple of years after her visit to Graffitoe. 

Jenny Lind (1820-87) – Lind, known as the “Swedish nightingale”, was one 
of the first singers to enjoy international celebrity status. She visited England 
a number of times and gave concerts in Hull. In July 1848 Lind wanted to 
have a look around a working “Yorkshire farm”. She ended up at Graffitoe 
Farm on the road to Reighton, which is now owned by the Emmerson 
family. The farm was renamed in her honour and was for a time listed as 
“Lind Farm” in local trade directories or “Lind-Graffitoe”, after this caused 
some confusion.  
 



 
 

Delius later in his life. 
 

Frederick Delius (1862-1934) – As a boy the Bradford-born composer 
enjoyed holidaying in Filey. He and his family stayed on the Crescent at 
Mrs. Hurd’s boarding house, even giving a violin recital in the town. In his 
leisure time he played cricket at Hunmanby and Gristhorpe. A recurring 
motif of his music is birdsong, usually evoked by woodwind instruments.  
After Delius became sick and paralysed, his amanuensis was Eric Fenby 
(1906-97) from Scarborough. The two men must have had fond memories of 
the East Coast and in Ken Russell’s film biopic of the composer, Song of 
Summer (1968) we see seagulls wheeling above the cliff-top to the strains of 
his orchestral music. 
 
 
 



 
 

Baroness Burdett-Coutts in middle age. 
 
Baroness Angela Burdett-Coutts (1814-1906) – supposedly King Edward 
VII described the Baroness as the “after my mother (Queen Victoria), the 
most remarkable woman in the kingdom”. She was the heiress to Coutts 
Bank and at twenty-three became the wealthiest woman in England. Her life 
was spent in philanthropy. She founded the NSPCC, “Ragged” schools for 
paupers in London and was a pioneer of the animal welfare movement. The 
Baroness was dubbed the “Queen of the poor” and her friend Charles 
Dickens dedicated his novel Martin Chuzzlewit to her. Dickens’ involvement 
with her was a productive one. Together they founded Urania House (in 
operation from 1847-62), an institution meant to assist fallen women and 
prepare them for a new life in the US. 

At sixty-seven Burdett-Coutts married her secretary, a future MP, who 
was forty years her junior. She briefly rented Hunmanby Hall from Edward 
Ledwich Osbaldeston-Mitford in the autumn of 1898 at a point when it was 
a fashionable shooting venue. Given her reputation, her arrival created quite 
a stir locally and set tongues wagging over whether she might in fact choose 
to buy the Hall outright? 
 

Princess Henry of Battenberg (aka Princess Beatrice) (1857-1944) – It 
was said that after Prince Albert died Queen Victoria alienated or spurned 
each of her children except the youngest one, Princess Beatrice. Lord and 
Lady William Cecil, who rented Hunmanby Hall from 1899 until the Great 
War, developed close links with the princess. For a time, Lord Cecil was 
secretary to her husband Prince Henry. After his premature death in 1896, 



Beatrice remained on good terms with the Cecils and would stay with them 
at the Hall.   

She planted one of the copper beeches in front of the main wing of the 
Hall. The other tree of that variety was planted by Dame Margaret Lloyd 
George, the wife of the prime minister, around fifteen years later. 

 
Herbert Smith (1862-1938) – the miners’ leader had a prickly relationship 
with Sir Dennis Readett-Bayley, one of the major colliery owners in 
Nottinghamshire. He viewed with cynicism his involvement in certain 
welfare charities which bore his name and his claim to represent 
mineworker’s interests. A stay with the Readett-Bayleys at the Hall did little 
to thaw relations. 
 
Winifred Holtby (1898-1935) – whenever possible the Rudston-born 
novelist and journalist tried to return to her native Wolds. In January 1924 
she gave a lecture on the League of Nations in relation to international 
affairs at Hunmanby. Mr. Frank Witty presided over the thinly-attended 
meeting at the Wesleyan Sunday School Room on Stonegate. 

Her letters reveal that she must have given similar lectures across the 
north of England. On one occasion, her radical ideas vexed the WI ladies of 
Windermere. Interestingly, these talks coincided with a turning point in her 
career. For a time she stopped writing books based around her home region. 
One has to wonder if Hunmanby played any part in that decision?!?  
 
Vera Brittain (1896-1970) – as Hunmanby Hall School grew in reputation 
and gained a grand library, a stream of well-known authors received 
invitations to address the pupils. One of them was Winifred Holtby’s closest 
confidant, Vera Brittain. She is best remembered for the autobiographical 
Testament of Youth, Testament of Friendship and Testament of Experience, 
and for being the mother of the politician Shirley Williams (now Baroness 
Williams of Crosby) and the artist John Catlin. Her lecture, given in the 
summer of 1935 was entitled ‘Europe and its changes since 1918’. 
 
Another author, Phyllis Bentley (1894-1977) from Halifax, delivered a talk 
to the Hall girls on ‘What the Reader expects of the Novelist’ in January 
1937. She is less well-known today, but her family sagas such as 
Inheritance, set around the mill towns of the West Riding were popular in 
their day and she penned a popular biography of the Brontë sisters. 
 



Lady Olave Baden-Powell (1889-1977) – the widow of Robert Baden-
Powell and Chief Guide for Britain and World Chief Guide came to the 
village in September 1950 to inspect the Girl Guide troop. 
 
Sheila Rowbotham (b. 1943) – the feminist historian who has produced 
acclaimed books such as Hidden from History: 300 years of Women's 
Oppression and the Fight against it (1973) was a pupil at Hunmanby Hall 
School from the age of ten. Originally from Leeds, she credits her teacher 
the late Olga Wilkinson with having ignited her interest in history. Ms. 
Wilkinson’s major publication was The Agricultural Revolution in the East 
Riding of Yorkshire (East Yorkshire Local History Society, 1953) and she 
would take her girls to view Anglo-Saxon stone crosses and other historic 
sites as part of their education.  

The story of Rowbotham’s time in Hunmanby is recalled with great 
vividness in the autobiographical Promise of a Dream: Remembering the 
Sixties (2001). She tells of how she obtained a copy of Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover before the ban on the book was lifted.  
 
Another memoir by a non-local which sheds interesting light on life in the 
village in the past is E. Martin Noble’s Jamaica Airman: A Black Airman in 
Britain, 1943 and After (1984). He, like a number of West Indian airmen 
was stationed at RAF Hunmanby Moor during World War II and aroused a 
lot of curiosity when he walked through the village with his comrades. Some 
people expressed surprise that a man with black skin was able to speak 
English and one elderly couple even asked to shake his hand in the hope of 
this bringing them good luck! 
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